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Allen W, Dullés, who died this week |,

-at 75, was not the first director of the
Central Intelligence Agency but it was

largely of his shaping.

. President Nixon's tribute mentioned
“the most striking aspects- of Mr, Dulles ..

tand his career,
" “He was a man,” Mr. Nixon said, “who
.brought civility, intelligence and great

od his country in the great tradition of his
family and with unstinting devotion to
duty.”

That famxly tradition was one he.
shared with his brother, the late Secre-:

tary of State -John Foster Dulles, A
‘great-uncle had been an ambassador to
“Britain in the Hayes Administration, a
grandfather Secretary of State in
Bcn;amm Harcison’s - Administration,

.Wilson Administration.

He himsclf, like his brother, had been
a ' lawyer and’dipl(’)ma't. His successes
in the Office of Strategic Services dur-

ing World War 1I led to his later career .

at the center of Ametican espionage.

Of that career, Mr. Nixon said: “In
‘the nature of his task, his achievements .

‘were known to only a few. But — be-
“cause of hlm — the world is a safer
place today.”

The burgeomng developmem -pt the

GIA in the postwar years was looked .

“askance by some Americansg. It was the .

kind of operation and -on a scale that
seemed forexgn to American “peace- ;
time” ways. Its failures .were highly
publicized. . There was fear its ‘“med-:
dling” in foreign countries would under-

‘mine declared U, S. policies; that its’
. secrecy . and\ what was regarded as a-

‘dedication to everything he did. He serv+"lack of proper accountability enabled it

to function as a sinister “hlddﬁn gOV*'?

‘grnment.”
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But while some criticisms of CIA
operations had merit, and the Bay of.
Pigs fiasco brought the agency under |

tighter wraps and closer surveillance it~

self, only the most naive doubted the
necessity for its. existence,
American ;safety, the soundness of

.| American pphcy, depends on knowing;-
and an in-law Secretary of State in thc:'

not just what others in this dangerous.
world are saying, but as’ accurately as’
possible what they are doing or . are-
about to do. g

A President’s words must attest to
the value of Mr. Dulles own contribu- -
tions while he headed the agency. He~

_was more publicized than most intelli

gence chieftains’ but even 'so, as the
President said, 'his achxevements were
necessarily “known to few,”

. The natmns adversaue

that. - 3
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